
“THE MAGIC OF ITALIAN GENIUS” 

A magical celebration of inventions, discoveries and artistic creation of Italian minds 

 

Gabriella Cristiani began her career in 1969 as an assistant to Franco (a.k.a. Kim) Arcalli, who 

served as a frequent editor and screenwriter for Bernando Bertolucci. Although Cristiani had 

originally wanted to become a director, her strong editing skills led to her working as an 

assistant editor on Bertolucci’s Last Tango in Paris. Her incredible, inspiring and innovative 

editing touch on several productions has been internationally recognized with the most 

prestigious awards and prizes. Among the other movies, the most successful was “The Last 

Emperor” for which Gabriella won a David di Donatello Award from The Academy of Italian 

Cinema, a Silver Ribbon from the Italian National Syndicate of Film Journalists, an Eddie Award, 

and got a nomination for a BAFTA. “The Last Emperor” led her also to be the first Italian 

awarded with an Oscar for Best Film Editing.  

In her brilliant career Gabriella Cristiani gave her editor imprinting to the productions of other 

outstanding Italian directors such as Roberto Benigni (You Disturb Me), Michelangelo 

Antonioni (Kumbha Mela) and Liliana Cavani (Francesco).  

The key of her success is in her philosophy of editing: “Every project is both a challenge and 

an accomplishment. The process of making movies repeats itself over and over again. Essential 

is to bring innovation to it. In every single movie, the main challenge is to find a way to 

innovate, while the most rewarding moment is to go through with it.” To this end, she was an 

early adopter of digital editing technology, which she employed in her final film with 

Bertolucci, The Sheltering Sky.  

After working for three decades as an editor, Cristiani finally achieved one of her lifelong goals 

when she directed her first feature film, Ladies Room. 

By citing Valerio Valerio, we will be honored by “Academy-Award-Winning editor Gabriella 

Cristiani and her insatiable will to innovate” in our online lecture-show event.  

 

 


